
 
9th Grade 
 
Courses 

● Language Arts, Marketing Principles, Oral & Written Communication 
 
Instructors 
Nicole Lassiter - Nicole_Lassiter@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 
Stephanie Stone - Stephanie_Stone@gwinnett.k12.ga.us  
Kristy Heath - Kristy_Heath@gwinnett.k12.ga.us  
Amy Rungruang - Amy_Rungruang@gwinnett.k12.ga.us 
 
About the Course 
The Literacy & Entrepreneurship Advancement Program provides students with an enriching learning experience that 
allows them to earn Language Arts course credit while earning credit to begin the completion of the Marketing Pathway. 
Students will apply critical thinking/problem-solving skills to learn the foundations of marketing. 
 
Course Focus 
While the primary focus of the course is to help students refine their literacy skills in relation to marketing, one goal for the 
course is to prepare students to experience a real-world job interview which provides feedback from industry 
professionals. The mock interviews students are involved in at the end of the year seek to encourage students to apply 
the employability and marketing skills they have learned and practiced throughout the course.  
 
Supplies 
In order to be successful in the course, students will need the following EVERY DAY:

● 3 ring binder (black, 1”) 
 

● 8 Divider tabs w/ pockets 
 

● Notebook paper, pen

Resources 
● Remind 101, Google Classroom, eClass 

 
Assessment Breakdowns 

9th Language Arts Marketing Principles  

1st Semester 
● Reading:   35% 
● Writing & Speaking/ Listening: 40% 
● District Assessment Interim 1:  5% 
● District Assessment Post 1: 10% 
● Performance Final: 10% 

 
2nd Semester 

● Reading:  35% 
● Writing & Speaking / Listening:  35% 
● District Assessment Interim 2: 5% 
● District Assessment Post 2:  5% 
● EOC Milestones: 20% 

 

1st Semester 
● Employability Assessments:   35% 
● Summative Assessments: 45% 
● Local Final Exam: 10% 
● Performance Final: 10% 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 

2nd Semester 
● Employability Assessments:   35% 
● Summative Assessments: 45% 
● Local Final Exam: 10% 
● Performance Final : 10% 

                                                                 

LEAP students are highly encouraged to become members of DECA  
DECA prepares emerging leaders and entrepreneurs for careers in marketing, finance, hospitality and 
management in high schools and colleges around the globe. As a co-curricular marketing organization, 
our student members leverage their DECA experience to become academically prepared, community-
oriented, professionally responsible, and experienced leaders. Sign up on mypaymentsplus.com 

All LEAP students will be assessed using a standards-based approach to grading.  



 
Our standards-based gradebook seeks to provide meaningful feedback so both students and parents can track 
student progress towards mastery of key academic skills, reflect upon strengths and weaknesses, and identify 
multiple pathways to deeper learning.  
 

What is standards-based grading?  
 
Standards-based grading communicates how students are performing on a set of clearly defined learning 
targets called the AKS, or Academic Knowledge and Skills. The purpose of standards-based grading is to 
identify what a student knows, or is able to do, in relation to the AKS, as opposed to simply averaging 
grades/scores over the course of a grading period, which can mask what a student has learned, or not learned, 
in a specific course.  
 
How does standards-based grading differ from traditional grading?  
 
Unlike traditional grading systems, standards-based grading measures a student’s mastery of grade-level 
standards by prioritizing the most recent, consistent level of performance. Thus, a student who may struggle at 
the beginning of a course when first encountering new material, may still be able to demonstrate mastery of key 
content/concepts by the end of a grading period. In a traditional grading system, a student’s performance for 
an entire semester is averaged together. Early scores that were low would be averaged together with more 
proficient performance later in the course, resulting in a lower overall grade than current performance 
indicates. Standards-based grading aims to provide parents a more accurate view of a student’s academic 
progress.  
 

How are my son’s/daughter’s marks determined?  
 
Students will produce work related to marketing and language arts AKS every unit. The same skills will be 
revisited and as students improve over time, their grade for each of the skills will change to reflect this. It is 
important to note that we are looking for a student’s consistent level of performance: grades will go down if 
students do not maintain the level of mastery they have shown. Every single piece of work we do will enable 
students to develop the skills reported in the gradebook. The more they participate in class, complete work to 
the best of their ability, and work at home, the more likely they will be able to demonstrate mastery of the skills 
in the summative assessments. 
 
How will my son or daughter know how to improve their work? 
 
Before an assessment is submitted for final grading, we will provide all students with feedback on what they 
can do to improve their grade in relation to the AKS, and time in which to make those improvements. The same 
skills will be revisited several times throughout the semester, so students will have multiple opportunities to 
improve their grades. 
 
How will I know if my son/daughter needs help? 
 
If a student scores 50% for a particular skill, it means that we are yet to see any evidence of that skill. This may 
be because work was not submitted on time, or was lacking in substance.  In this case, students will need to re-
submit completed work to demonstrate their skills. A score of 60-69% means that a student is yet to show 
mastery of the skill. This may be the case for some students in the first few weeks of the course. They should 
pay close attention to the written feedback provided and seek additional assistance from their teacher if they 
are not clear how to improve. In the second half of the semester, if grades are still languishing below 70%, more 
formal remediation will be put in place. 


